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Burlington Library :

Burlington City, Burlington County, New Jersey

Owner: Library Company of Burlington

Date of Erection: 1884

Architect:

Bullder:

Present Condition: Good

Number of Stories: Two

faterials of Constructlion: Foundatlion - stone
Exterior walls ~ sandstone
Interior walls -~ plaster
RBoof - pitch

Historical Data:

In Hovember 1757 according to the minuteg of
the "Livrary Company of Burlington" several inhabitants
of Burlington thinking that a Library Company in the
city would be of great benefit formed themselves into
a company. They agreed to pay ten shillings per annum
in support of a library. On the flrst of January 1758,
John Reading, president of His Majesty's Council, was

granted a vote of thanks by the Library Company for
endowling them with a charter granted by King George, IT.
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The freedom of the library was glso put at the disposal
of Jolhn Heading.

The first meeting of the Board of Directors
vas held in Hovember 1758 in the parlor of Thomas
Rodman's house now 446 South High Street, The company
agreed to pay him $5,00 a year for the use of his best
room in which they would meet and keep their books,
Here the charter was discussed and accepted, end the
rules and laws were drawn up. Few amendments have Dbeen
added since then so that the original rules are still
in force, The officers were elected for one year, The
seal was made on Janmuary 16, 17893 it is the same seal
with the exception of the motto that is still used, In

- - 1767 the Company occupled part of Robert Smith's house,.

. . . From there they moved to their own bhullding on Library
Street. The ground had been prescnted by Governor
Bloomfield, This land was given to them in 1788, The
sum of Tifty pounds was agrced to e pald for a build-
ing, which 1t 1s thought is the same one now used as
& barn, The company remained there until their removal
in 1864 to thelir present bullding on West Union Street,
™is property was purchased from Sagmuel W, Tavlor and
Elizabeth D., his wife, for the sum of $1400,00,

The present bullding was erected largely
because of 2 condition In a beqguest left by lir, Josenh
Hunter Sterliing, Five thousand dollsars weas given to
the Library Company for the purchase of books with the
stipulation that within three years of nis decease, a
bullding be erected in 2 suiteble location, The dimen=
siong of the building were stated and the nresent building
conforms to the orovisions of his will., It was erected
by subgerintions from the citizens in 18424,
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The Tirst books of the cld library were

donated by members, The esrliest gift was that of
the so-called "nmistol-niece' from FEbenezer Large,
His reguest was that this "plstol-piece™ be sold

and with the amount realized a copy of the best
Bible be ourchased.and placed in the library. Grest
care was taken in recording every g£ift; sone Chinese
tigures are mentioncd, donations in noney, nieces of
forniture and the like are sll iIncluded, The library
contains over ten thousand volumes; among them many
very valueble pamphlets and papers of sarly issue.
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